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in a rat-trap belonging to the sick man or by one of his family.
If it is known that a snake has actually been caught in the
sick man's rat-trap or killed by one of his family, a sacrifice
must be offered at the place where the snake was killed.   If
it is only suspected that the killing of a snake has been the
cause of the disease, the sacrifice is offered outside the village
by the side of the path.    Small earthen images of men,
mithun, cows, lizards, tortoises,  brass basins, gongs, and
pumtek beads are prepared and placed in an old basket.
An image of a snake is fashioned out of an image of bamboo
by cutting the surface of the bamboo to represent the snake's
markings.    The sacrificer ties a string round the neck of
the bamboo snake and goes out to the place of sacrifice,
holding the basket of clay images in one hand and dragging
the snake along behind him.    The idea is that the soul of the
dead snake will follow the bamboo snake as it is dragged
along the ground, and when it reaches the place where the
sacrifice is held will see all the clay figures and, thinking them
real, will accept them instead of the sick man, who will then
recover.    A dog and a fowl are sacrificed and their blood
sprinkled on the clay images.    The bodies of the dog and the
fowl are never eaten by the people, but left on the spot for
the snake, who would think himself defrauded if portions of
the victims had been devoured by the people.    Among the
Hawthais the ritual in such a case is still more elaborate.
In addition to the ceremonies and sacrifice already described,
a small rat-trap is placed on the veranda of the sick man's
house.    Near it are placed a chopping-knife (dao) and an
old earthen pot.    Having done this, the sacrificer goes out-
side the village and lights a fire, so that if the sick man's soul
has been taken some distance away it may see the smoke
and return to its home.    He then lays down the clay models
and other articles as before, kills a small fowl, which he
leaves where he killed it, and returns to the village, taking
with  him  two  small  pebbles.    Before  entering  the  sick
man's house he stops on the ladder and calls out to the sick
man " Has your spirit returned to you ? "    The sick man
replies,  " It has returned."    The sacrificer and his com-
panions then enter the  house and shut the  door.   The
notion is that while they are inside the house with the door